
2025 
ELECTION
QUESTIONNAIRE

Federal Parties
tell us where 
they stand on
the NL fishery,
and the over
20,000 people
whose
livelihoods
depend upon it.  
The inshore, community-based

fishery is the heart of coastal NL.

Past, present, and future. 



The Fish, Food and Allied Workers Union (FFAW-Unifor) recently
conducted a federal election questionnaire, seeking clear, direct
commitments from all major parties on the pressing issues facing
members and the broader coastal communities of Newfoundland and
Labrador. As in previous elections, our goal was to present these
responses in a transparent “Report Card” format, empowering our
members to make informed decisions at the ballot box.

Profound Disappointment in Liberal & 
Conservative Parties
We must express our deep disappointment in both the Liberal and
Conservative parties for their failure to make any clear or meaningful
commitments to the people of coastal Newfoundland and Labrador.
Despite being presented with yes/no questions on issues central to the
future of our fisheries and rural communities, both parties avoided direct
answers or failed to offer substantive commitments. In accordance with
our process, any lack of clarity or refusal to directly answer is recorded as
a rejection of the commitment sought.

This outcome is especially disheartening given the longstanding sense of
abandonment felt by our members—concerns that have not been
adequately addressed by Prime Minister Trudeau, the Liberal
government, or the Conservative opposition. Our members expected
unequivocal positions on fisheries resource management, policy
decisions, and the federal government’s legislated obligation to support
adjacency and the long-term sustainability of our coastal communities.

Implications for Coastal Communities
The priorities outlined in our questionnaire reflect the urgent needs and
frustrations of inshore harvesters and plant workers, who have watched
as successive governments fail to deliver on promises or meaningfully
engage with the realities of life and work in rural Newfoundland and
Labrador. The lack of clear commitments from both major parties only
reinforces the perception that the concerns of our region are being
sidelined in federal decision-making.

FFAW-Unifor remains steadfast in demanding clear, actionable
commitments and real follow-through from those seeking to
represent our communities in Ottawa. Our members deserve nothing
less. 

About the
Questionnaire
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The premature reopening of the northern cod fishery to corporate
draggers under the federal Liberal Government broke a decades-
long commitment to Newfoundland and Labrador.

We wish to be expressly clear that reaffirming the historical
commitment on northern cod is of the utmost priority for our
Union. This commitment was received in writing by Justin
Trudeau during the 2016 election process and was reaffirmed in
policy as recently as the 2021 management plan, with decades
of historical justification prior to this. 

Do you commit to upholding the previous (longstanding)
commitment to allocate the first 115,000mt solely to inshore and
Indigenous fish harvesters?  

Fishing Specific Priorities 

Northern Cod Fishery (Question 1 of 6)
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QUESTION

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to reinstate 115k 
allocation before offshore access.



Fishing Specific Priorities 
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Unit 1 Redfish Fishery (Question 2 of 6)

QUESTION

Redfish Fishery Allocation: The disproportionate allocation of the new
redfish fishery quota to the corporate dragger fleet has sidelined the
owner-operator fleet in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, undermining the
livelihoods of independent harvesters. 
 

Do you commit to revisit the previous management plan and ensure a
majority allocation for inshore fish harvesters in the forthcoming
management plan for Unit 1 Redfish? 

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to revisit the Unit 1 redfish
management plan, declaring 100% 
support for FFAW-Unifor’s position. 



Fishing Specific Priorities 

Protection and Preservation of the Owner-

Operator Fleet (Question 3 of 6)

04

Despite making important changes to the federal Fisheries Act,
the federal government has failed to enforce the owner-operator
policy, instead taking a too soft approach that fails to create
deterrence. The Canadian government should take a strong
stance on those who fail to abide by owner-operator policies, and
address compliance loopholes by corporations seeking financial
control of inshore fishing enterprises.

Do you commit to enforcing the owner-operator policy by
implementing immediate consequences on those found to be in
illegal controlling agreements? 

FE
D

ER
A

L 
EL

EC
T

IO
N

 Q
U

ES
T

IO
N

N
A

IR
E 

2
0

2
5

QUESTION

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to enforcing owner-operator 
policy by penalizing infractions and
closing loopholes.



Fishing Specific Priorities 
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Mandatory E-Log Policies (Question 4 of 6)

The costly and burdensome implementation of electronic logbooks
has placed an unfair strain on fish harvesters. Small boat fish
harvesters, many of whom are older, without smart devices or access
to internet. 

Do you commit to dropping the mandatory requirements for electronic
logbooks and will you accept the FFAW’s proposal on e-log transition? 

QUESTION

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to dropping mandatory electronic 
logbooks and supports the FFAW’s 
e-log transition plan. 



General Worker Priorities 

Employment Insurance Reform (Question 5 of 6)
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The current EI system is outdated and fails to address the needs
of benefit users and contributors. Despite a thorough consultation
process with clear guidance on system improvements, the current
federal government has held Canadians hostage by refusing to
implement desperately needed changes. 

Do you commit to (1) modernizing the EI system to allow rapid
response to the needs of Canadians, (2) change the EI divisor
calculation date for seasonal labour claims, to be calculated
based on the start date of work rather than the end date, and (3)
permanently include seasonal industries under the federal EI Work
Sharing program?
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QUESTION

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to modernizing the EI system 
and enacting FFAW’s suggested reforms.



General Worker Priorities 
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Contract Flipping Protection for Unionized

Workers (Question 6 of 6)

Protections for unionized workers must be strengthened by addressing
contract flipping—the practice of terminating and reissuing contracts
to different employers, often at lower wages and reduced benefits—
and extending these safeguards to all federally regulated industries.
Such measures would enhance job security, uphold collective
bargaining rights, and align with Canada’s commitment to decent work
and equitable growth. 

Do you commit to amending the Canada Labour Code to prohibit
contract flipping and ensure successor rights preserve collective
agreements, while expanding coverage beyond select sectors to
include all federally regulated jurisdictions? 

QUESTION

RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

NO RESPONSE

Commits to prohibiting contract flipping.


